MINNESOTA COURT RULES
1 CIVIL PROCEDURE

Rule 14. Third-Party Practice
14.01 When Defendant May Bring in Third Party

Within 90 days after service of the summons upon a defendant, and thereafter either by written
consent of all parties to the action or by leave of court granted on motion upon notice to all parties
to the action, a defendant as a third-party plaintiff may serve a summons and complaint, together
with a copy of plaintiff's complaint upon a person, whether or not the person is a party to the action,
who is or may be liable to the third-party plaintiff for all or part of the plaintiff's claim against the
third-party plaintiff and after such service shall forthwith serve notice thereof upon all other parties
to the action. Copies of third-party pleadings shall be furnished by the pleader to any other party
to the action within five days after request therefor. The person so served, hereinafter called the
third-party defendant, shall make any defenses to the third-party plaintiff's claim as provided in
Rule 12 and any counterclaims against the third-party plaintiff and cross-claims against other third-
party defendants as provided in Rule 13. The third-party defendant may assert against the plaintiff
any defenses which the third-party plaintiff has to the plaintiff's claim. The third-party defendant
may also assert any claim against the plaintiff arising out of the transaction or occurrence that is
the subject matter of the plaintiff's claim against the third-party plaintiff. The plaintiff may assert
any claim against the third-party defendant arising out of the transaction or occurrence that is the
subject matter of the plaintiff's claim against the third-party plaintiff, and the third-party defendant
thereupon shall assert any defenses as provided in Rule 12 and any counterclaims and cross-claims
as provided in Rule 13. A third-party defendant may proceed in accordance with this rule against
any person who is or may be liable to the third-party defendant for all or part of the claim made in
the action against the third-party defendant.

14.02 When Plaintiff May Bring in Third Party
When a counterclaim is asserted against a plaintiff, the plaintiff may cause a third party to be
brought in under circumstances which, pursuant to Rule 14.01, would entitle defendant to do so.

14.03 Orders for Protection of Parties and Prevention of Delay

The court may make such orders to prevent a party from being embarrassed or put to undue
expense, or to prevent delay of the trial or other proceeding by the assertion of a third-party claim,
and may dismiss the third-party claim, order separate trials, or make other orders to prevent delay
or prejudice. Unless otherwise specified in the order, a dismissal pursuant to this rule is without
prejudice.

Published by the Revisor of Statutes under Minnesota Statutes, section 3C.08, subdivision 1.



